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SUBJECT: LOCAL PRO-PRC PRESS REACTION TO WOLFF PLEBISCITE 
PROPOSAL 

1 . AS EXPECTED, THE LOCAL PRO-PRC "NEW EVENING POST" 

HAS RESPONDED TO REPRESENTATIVE LESTER WOLFF'S SUGGESTION 
THAT A PLEBISCITE BE HELD TO ASCERTAIN THE PREFERENCE OF 
THE PEOPLE OF TAIWAN ON NORMALIZATION. THE PAPER SAID THIS 
IS JUST ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF HOW "A FEW FOREIGNERS" ARE 
TRYING TO "SPLIT CHINA" AND ASKED WHAT THE REACTION WOULD 
BE IF CHINA PROPOSED A VOTE IN HAWAII OR ALASKA, SUPERVISED 
BY THE SOVIETS, ON WHETHER THESE STATES WISHED TO REMAIN 
IN THE UNION OR BECOME INDEPENDENT. THE COMMENTARY GOES 
ON TO SAY WOLFF S SUGGESTION IS HALF A CENTURY TOO LATE - 
IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN MADE BEFORE THE 1940'S WHEN TAIWAN WAS 
A JAPANESE COLONY. NOW, AFTER THE ISLAND HAS BEEN 
"RETURNED" TO CHINA BY INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT, IT IS 
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A MATTER FOR THE 8-900 MILLION PEOPLE OF CHINA TO 
DECIDE, NOT JUST TAIWAN'S 16 MILLION. WOLFF’S 
PROPOSAL IS SEEN AS EVIDENCE THAT PEKING NEEDS TO 
CONTINUE TO HAMMER AWAY AT ITS OFTEN REPEATED 
OPPOSITION TO VARIOUS "TWO CHINAS, ONE CHINA ONE 
TAIWAN, ONE CHINA TWO GOVERNMENTS" PLOTS. 
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2. COMMENT: WHILE WOLFF’S SUGGESTION OF A PLEBISCITE 
MAY STRIKE RESPONSIVE CHORDS IN THE U.S. OR PERHAPS 
AMONG SOME TAIWANESE, IT IS UNDOUBTEDLY ANETHEMA TO 
CHINESE LEADERS IN BOTH PEKING AND TAIPEI. (FAIRBANK 
MAKES A SIMILAR POINT IN HIS JULY 27 "NEW YORK TIMES” 
ARTICLE.) THE "NEW EVENING POST'S" DELAYED RESPONSE - 
TWO DAYS AFTER THE NEWS WAS CARRIED IN THE LOCAL 
ENGLISH PRESS MAY INDICATE UNCERTAINTY ON HOW TO 
REACT UNTIL GUIDANCE WAS PROVIDED BY PEKING. IT IS 
NOT SURPRISING THAT THE FOCUS WAS SHIFTED AWAY FROM THE 
SELF-DETERMINATION ISSUE INTO STANDARD PRC DEMANDS 
FOR NON-INTERFERENCE IN ITS INTERNAL AFFAIRS. WE 
EXPECT THE ISSUE WILL BE DROPPED UNLESS IT IS RAISED 
BY OTHER U.S. LEADERS. ONE LOCAL PRO-KMT PAPER CARRIED 
THE STORY AS A NEWS FEATURE WITHOUT COMMENT. 
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